
CSCI 475 & 675
Web Site Analysis (WSA) Evaluation Form
	Your name:  
	
	Site Title: Example

	Assignment number:  
	
	URL: www.example.com



	Date:
	Fill in an A-F grade in each line below
	Comments

	Preproduction
	
	

	    target identification/market


	
	Who did the designers have in mind when they created the site?  Are they targeting children, or college students, or business people, or the young and hip?  Be specific.  

	    mood/theme/branding
	
	What is the site trying to communicate?  How does it make you feel?  Does the site suggest fun, sports, business, fantasy, or something else?

	Site Architecture
	
	

	    appropriate
	
	How is the user expected to navigate through the site?  Is this reasonable given the target market?

	    expandable
	
	Can the site be easily expanded to accommodate future additions?  Consider the complexity of the changes.

	    multiple entries and exits
	
	Can you get to the same page using different methods?  Different people think differently.  Has the site attempted to accommodate a variety of different thinkers?

	    unambiguous navigation
	
	Is the navigation method clear?

	Content
	
	

	    appropriate to identified purpose
	
	For example, if the site is supposed to sell books, does it accomplish this goal?

	    appropriate to target audience
	
	If the site is targeted to children, does the content talk about things they would be interesting to them in a language they can understand?  

	    "real" content
	
	Does the site have more than pretty pictures?  Does it provide the user with knowledge or benefit?

	    value-added content
	
	Does the site have value to the targeted user?

	    will the user return?
	
	If there is value, the user is more likely to return.  Does the site have features that would encourage the user to return?

	Bandwidth
	
	

	    reasonable download time for target
	
	Will the site download quickly enough for the targeted user?

	Interface Design
	
	

	    intuitive
	
	Does the navigational structure make sense?

	    appropriate page lengths
	
	Do the users have to scroll through a lot of material, or are things broken down into screen size pages?

	    appropriate use of 
    frames/tables/layers/divs
	
	Have the designers use of tables, frames, and layers helped the layout of the site?  Would another choice have been better?

	    trend-setter or trendy
	
	Is this appropriate for the audience?

	Layout Design
	
	

	    use of "white space"
	
	Is there enough white space?  Is there too much?

	    effective use of color and graphics
	
	Do you like what you see? Is there an identifiable color scheme? Too many colors so that it is visually confusing? Not enough colors so it is boring? Appropriate for mood?

	    composition center
	
	Does the layout carry the eye through the page? Does the page avoid the common trap of having everything centered?

	    important pieces eye catching
	
	Do the important pages stand out to you?  Why or why not?

	    intriguing/appealing
	
	Is the site interesting?  Why?

	    works on screen and in print
	
	Can a page be printed?  Would a user want to print a page from this site?

	Graphics
	
	Answer the following questions after picture format discussion.

	    .gifs used properly
	
	

	    .jpgs used properly
	
	

	    .pngs used properly
	
	

	    animation
	
	If used, is it appropriate? Worth the download price? Not annoying?

	    appropriate and interesting
	
	Do the pictures really catch your eye, and keep your attention?  Do they help the content of the site?

	Advanced Technology
	
	

	    CSS
	
	Answer these questions after the class discusses each topic.

	    JavaScript
	
	

	    Flash
	
	

	    Other technology, such as video, etc. 
	
	

	Compatibility
	
	

	    Firefox?
	
	View the site in Firefox. Does the site look like it should?  

	    Internet Explorer? 
	
	View the site in Explorer.  Does the site look like it should?  


General Notes:

· Please type your answers.
· Use different words to answer the questions than the ones that were given.

· Think of what and why while answering all of these questions.

· Be critical of sites.  If the design flaw gets in the way of the purpose of the site, that is a big problem.

· Don’t spend too much time debating the answers to these questions.  How do you react to the site?  Your first thoughts are probably similar to the average user.
OK0H

