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Programming Principles?
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Why Python?
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Productivity
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Libraries, Libraries, Libraries
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What about speed?
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Administrivia
• Course Web Site 
• TA: Pavana Venkata Hari Bhavaraju (Pavan) 
• Syllabus 
- Plagiarism 
- Accommodations 

• Assignments 
• Tests: 2 (Oct. 2, Nov. 11) and Final (Dec. 11) 
• Course is offered to both undergraduates (CS 490) and graduates (CS 503) 
- Grad students have extra topics, exam questions, assignment tasks
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http://faculty.cs.niu.edu/~dakoop/cs503-2024fa


Academic Honesty
• Do not cheat! 
• You will receive a zero for any assignment/exam/etc. where cheating has 

occurred 
• You will fail the course if you cheat more than once 
• Misconduct is reported through the university's system 
• You may discuss problems and approaches with other students 
• You may not copy or transcribe code from another source
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Schedule
• Lectures are 9:30-10:45am MW in PM 103 
- Better for learning if you are engaged 
- Ask questions 
- Please advise me of any issues 

• Any changes will be announced as soon as possible 
• Slides will be posted to the course website
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Office Hours & Email
• TA office hours will be held in person in TA Offices 
- Tentative: Tu 10am-1pm, Th 1-4pm 

• Prof. Koop's office hours will be held in person in PM 461 
- M: 1:45-3:00pm, W: 10:45am-12:00pm, or by appointment 
- You do not need an appointment to stop by during scheduled office hours, 
- If you wish to meet virtually, please schedule an appointment 
- If you need an appointment, please email me with details about what you 

wish to discuss and times that would work for you 
• Many questions can be answered via email. Please consider writing an 

email before scheduling a meeting.
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Course Material
• Textbook: 
- Recommended: Python for Programmers 
- Good overview + data science examples 

• Many other resources are available: 
- https://wiki.python.org/moin/

BeginnersGuide 
- https://wiki.python.org/moin/

IntroductoryBooks 
- http://www.pythontutor.com 
- https://www.python-course.eu 
- https://software-carpentry.org/lessons/
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Course Material
• Software: 
- Anaconda Python Distribution (https://

www.anaconda.com/download): makes 
installing python packages easier 

- Jupyter Notebook: Web-based interface for 
interactively writing & executing Python 
code 

- JupyterLab: An updated web-based 
interface that includes the notebook and 
other cool features 

- JupyterHub: Access everything through a 
server

13D. Koop, CSCI 503/490, Fall 2024

https://www.anaconda.com/download
https://www.anaconda.com/download
https://www.anaconda.com/download


Python
• Started in December 1989 by Guido van Rossum 
• “Python has surpassed Java as the top language used to introduce U.S. 

students to programming…” (ComputerWorld, 2014) 
• Python is also a top language for data science 
• High-level, interpreted language 
• Supports multiple paradigms (OOP, procedural, functional) 
• Help programmers write readable code, use less code to do more 
• Lots of libraries for python 
• Designed to be extensible, easy to wrap code from other languages like C/C++ 
• Open-source with a large, passionate community
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http://www.computerworld.com/article/2489732/it-skills-training/python-bumps-off-java-as-top-learning-language.html
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https://octoverse.github.com/2022/top-programming-languages
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StackOverflow Language Usage
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[Stack Overflow Developer Survey, 2024]

https://survey.stackoverflow.co/2024/technology#most-popular-technologies-language


StackOverflow Language Preferences
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https://survey.stackoverflow.co/2024/technology#admired-and-desired


Modes of Computation
• Python is interpreted: you can run one line at a line without compiling  
• Interpreter in the Shell 
- Execute line by line 
- Hard to structure loops 
- Usually execute whole files (called scripts) and edit those files 

• Notebook 
- Richer results (e.g. images, tables) 
- Can more easily edit past code 
- Re-execute any cell, whenever

19D. Koop, CSCI 503/490, Fall 2024



Python Differences
• Dynamic Typing 
- A variable does not have a fixed type 
- Example: a = 1; a = "abc" 

• Indentation 
- Braces define blocks in Java, good style is to indent but not required 
- Indentation is critical in Python 

    z = 20 
  if x > 0: 
      if y > 0: 
          z = 100 
  else: 
      z = 10
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JupyterLab and Jupyter Notebooks
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https://jupyterlab.readthedocs.io/en/stable/getting_started/overview.html


Jupyter Notebooks
• Display rich representations and text 
• Uses Web technology 
• Cell-based 
• Built-in editor 
• GitHub displays notebooks
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http://jupyter.org


Jupyter Notebooks
• An interactive programming environment 
• Runs in your web browser 
• Displays results (even interactive maps) inline 
• Originally designed for Python  
• Supports other languages, too 
• You decide how to divide code into 

executable cells 
• Shift+Enter (or the "play" button) to execute 

a cell
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