CSCI 475 & 675
Using Your Class Webpage Directory
Updated January 2012. Please read carefully.
Notes:

· Please, please read this carefully, and follow the directions precisely. Don’t rename anything, don’t leave anything out, don’t change a single step. Every semester, we pester our server administrator needlessly, because almost always it turns out that someone who swears to have followed the directions precisely, didn’t. So, if you are having problems, a) go back over the directions and follow them exactly, and b) read the Troubleshooting section at the end.

· As directed below, graduate students may have to replace “csci475” with “csci675” in various places throughout the directions.
· The only time you use your “viewing” password (your birthday in YYYYMMDD format) is when you are attempting to view your site in a browser. In all other circumstances, use your standard UNIX password, which is your birthday the first time you login to UNIX here at NIU. After that, it’s whatever password you have chosen. If you are not familiar with UNIX, instructions are at http://www.cs.niu.edu/resources/turinglogin.txt.  
· Make sure that you are able to access the server account well before the HTML assignment is due.

Setting Up Your Course Web Directory 
Sometime near the end of the first week of classes, we will make sure that each of you has a UNIX account and a course web directory on our “turing” and “hopper” UNIX servers. These course web directories are password protected, meaning that they can be accessed only by you, your professor, and your TA. After I tell you that such accounts have been activated, test both your UNIX account and your server space using the directions that follow. 
1. If you’ve used UNIX here at NIU for a previous course, log on to make sure your password is still valid. If you’ve never used UNIX here at NIU, you must log on the first time from a computer lab at NIU. Press the “Start” button on Windows. Select Computer Science. Select Putty, then:
Unix Host: turing.cs.niu.edu  or  hopper.cs.niu.edu (either one will work).
Login: your zid_number, with “z” in lowercase.

Password: your normal UNIX password, or, if this is your first time on UNIX here at NIU, your birthday, in YYYMMDD format (which should then be changed to something more secure using the 'passwd' command). 
If the account is not working after that, first talk to a lab attendant to make sure you’re following the proper procedures. If you still can’t log in at all, contact Dr. Duffin, duffin@cs.niu.edu.

2. From Putty, create a link to your web directory that will be exclusively for courses by running the command below. Note that the “z” in “zid must be in lowercase, there is a space followed by a period at the end, and you should not substitute the course number for “course_html”.
ln  –sf  /home/www/your_zid_number_here/course_html .
3. Create a subdirectory under your course_html directory, substituting  “csci675” for “csci475” if you’re a grad student:
cd course_html (change to the course subdirectory)
mkdir csci475 (make the new subdirectory just for this course)

cd csci475 (to test that it worked)

4. Use the directions below, “Using an FTP Client,” to FTP an index.html file to the directory—you can use the test FTP file under “Utilities” on my web site, but rename it index.html. You must have an index.html file in the directory, or nothing else will work. We suggest that at some point, you create an index.html file that contains nothing but links to your various assignments, which are in subdirectories under your main course directory.
Using an FTP Client
I have given up trying to keep track of which FTP client is used in the lab: it seems to change between FileZilla, WSFTP98, and CoreFTP, all of which are workable. You can download a free copy of FileZilla at http://filezilla-project.org/ . In any case, after opening the FTP software, enter the following items:
Address or Host:  enter either sftp://turing.cs.niu.edu  or  sftp://hopper.cs.niu.edu (note the “sftp” – that’s important.)
User:  your zID (lower-case “z”)

Password:  your UNIX password 
If using CoreFTP in the labs, make sure the “remember password” option is not selected.
Click “connect” once you have entered all the above information. After you’ve opened your account, your local computer directory usually shows on the left and your server directories show on the right. Don’t use your public_html directory for this class! Instead, you must use your protected class directory, either csci475 or csci675. 
To manage files and directories on either your local computer or the server, you can usually position your cursor appropriately and right click to get the available commands. To FTP between your local computer and the web server, simply drag the chosen file(s) from one side of the screen to the other, just as you would in Windows Explorer. Double-click to go up and down the directory structure. 

Use the instructions that follow to display your pages in a browser.
Viewing Your Website 

To view your site, use the url 

http://courses.cs.niu.edu/~zidnumber/csci475/ (or csci675) 

Note that most problems I have encountered are when students have forgotten to include the subdirectory part, “/csci475/”, or forgot to include the ending slash. 
Answer the security popup with:

User name: zID (“z” in lowercase)

Password: your birthday in YYYYMMDD format. 
Everything on your course website is password protected.  Your “viewing” password (as opposed to your UNIX password) is your birthdate in YYYYMMDD format and is independent from your normal turing/hopper password.  There is currently no way to change your viewing password, but we hope to resolve this issue soon. In the meantime, rest assured that your viewing password is transmitted securely over the network.

Do not put any files outside of the course directory. The server administrator will delete any files that are not in the proscribed directory.

Creating Links that Still Work after FTPing

Remember, UNIX doesn’t recognize spaces in files names, and UNIX is case sensitive.  To UNIX, “MyFile” and “myFile” are two different files, as are myfile.htm and myfile.html. Since Dreamweaver and Windows aren’t so picky, it’s quite possible for a web page to work perfectly in Dreamweaver and on your local Windows computer, yet still have problems once in the UNIX system.  Accordingly, chose a file naming/capitalization convention that you use consistently in order to avoid doing excessive debugging after FTPing your files to the server. 
If you create your site in Dreamweaver, you first have to tell Dreamweaver whether you want absolute or relative addressing. Don't choose “absolute addressing” – that will hard-code the address of where the files were when you were creating your site, which means those URLs won't work once you FTP them to the server. So, you need to make sure you choose “relative addressing,” which means those files will be in subdirectories relative to the directory where the current file resides. This way, when you pick up the whole site and move it, all of your links should still work.

So, now you ask, how do you specify “relative addressing”? Funny you should ask. When you are creating a link, the little “object” box lets you type in a “link” or you can click the file folder option and browse. If you browse, the browsing window that pops up has an option for “relative to document.” My version of Dreamweaver is configured to default to “relative to document”, so this has never been a problem for me. However, after looking at the code that students have submitted, I have to assume that some of your copies of Dreamweaver are configured to use absolute addressing, which breaks when you move the site to the server.

After you change this “relative versus absolute” option, it should remain in effect for future links until you change it or until you shut down Dreamweaver. So, you might have to specify the first link every time you open Dreamweaver, depending upon how your copy of Dreamweaver is configured. 
Troubleshooting
Passwords and Security Settings, and Inability to View Your Site in a Browser
Note that you use your standard UNIX password when initially creating your course directories and when logging in to turing/hopper to FTP files. You use the non-changing YYYYMMDD birthday password only when attempting to view your website in a browser.

If you took Unix with us, and your professor told you to set up your Unix permissions to "paranoid" settings, you are most probably not going to be able to view your website, nor will we be able to view it to grade it. You will need to reset all the files and directories on this server to "world readable." Such global read permissions are needed so that the web server can read the files.  However, other protections are in place so that only the web server, and no one else, can read the files.  Thus, even with global read permission, your files are secure.

To change your permissions from Filezilla, position the cursor on the file or directory and right click. Click on file attributes, then click on “Read” for all three permission types. Make sure you don’t accidentally delete “Write” permission under “Owner permissions.” 
If you are still denied access to view your own site (the username and password popup keep popping up, over and over), the most likely reason is that somewhere in your HTML file, you are trying to read another file (another HTML file, an image, an external CSS file, or an external JavaScript file) that is not actually out on the server. Check your code carefully to make sure you haven’t referenced non-existing files (perhaps because of a spelling or capitalization error), and double check the server to make sure you have FTPed all files that you are attempting to access. See the following paragraph for more information on why your FTP may have failed. 
Disk Space Quotas
If you attempt to upload to the server, but the upload fails (with no real error message as to why, but the file shows 0 bytes), it’s probably because you’re out of space. This is not new disk space you have been given for this course; the disk quota is shared with your public_html directory and all other course files. You have limited space on the server, although it should be quite sufficient for all of your HTML files and a reasonable number of GIF and JPG images. Do not (repeat: DO NOT!) store your original JPG photos, Photoshop .PSD, Fireworks .PNG, or Flash .FLA files out on the server! They are very large files that are not in any way needed directly by your HTML pages; all they serve to do is fill up your server space so that you may not have room for the files your HTML pages actually do need. Only optimized .jpg, .gif, .png, and .swf images should be stored on the server.
Thus, you should see if there are any particularly large or forbidden files out there that you can delete, and then try again. If you are still unable to upload files because you’re out of space, then contact Dr. Duffin at duffin@cs.niu.edu for more space. Do keep in mind that I will be quite unhappy with you if it turns out you’ve pestered Dr. Duffin but you still have files in your directory that should not have been there in the first place. And, in fact, I reserve the right to doc points from your overall class grade if that is the case.
Other

For those who find that they can't get into their web directory (the comment about a "red" label is a good indicator), there is often a common cause.  Often the file system link isn't pointing at anything that exists. But there is a simple solution: 

cd  /home/www/my_zid_number_here 
mkdir course_html 

cd






